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                  – PRESS RELEASE –PRESS RELEASE –PRESS RELEASE – 
New Title from Liberties Press

Dublin 1660 – 1860

The Shaping of a City

By Maurice Craig

Foreword by Mark Girouard

Liberties Press is pleased to inform you of the publication of the second title in its Revival series, with the republication of Dublin 1660 – 1860 by Maurice Craig which charts the evolution of Dublin into the city we know. The book which is highly illustrated with several plate sections, also features a foreword by Mark Girouard. Earlier this year Liberties Press launched the Revival series with Desmond’s Rising, Memoirs 1913 to Easter 1916 by Desmond FitzGerald. 
About the book: The city of Georgian facades and broad-avenued streets that we know as Dublin today was not always so. In Dublin 1660–1860,Maurice Craig explores the city’s golden era of architecture  and its growth from a relatively unimportant settlement of nine thousand souls to, in the words of Louis MacNeice, ‘the Augustan capital of a Gaelic nation’. He offers lively descriptions of many well-known Dublin locales and investigates the lobbying and political efforts involved in this growth process and examines in detail this aspect of the life of the city. As commentator and writer Mark Girouard observes in his foreword to the book, ‘much work has been done since by other historians, and by Maurice Craig himself, on individual aspects of Dublin’s buildings and architects, but as a masterly and enthralling general picture, nothing has replaced it’. Overall, the book is a colourful and witty survey that is certain to fund new readers as well as appealing to those who have been calling for some time for the book to be reissued.

About the author: Maurice Craig was born in Belfast in 1919 and educated at Castle Park, Dalkey and Shrewsbury School before going on to Magdalene College, Cambridge and Trinity College, Dublin. He has written on subjects as diverse as Irish bookbindings, biography, poetry and topography but is best-known for his books on architectural subjects. His seminal Dublin 1660–1860 appeared in 1952 and was followed by further ground-breaking works, including Classic Irish Houses of the Middle Size (which was also recently reissued) and The Architecture of Ireland from the Earliest Times to 1880. Maurice's interest in and understanding of architecture comes through clearly in his photography. Since first taking up the camera and pen in the 1940s, Maurice has recorded buildings of all types and periods, exploiting to the full his uncanny ability to highlight the key features of a building or neighborhood. 
About Liberties Press: Liberties Press is an independent Irish publishing company that has rapidly moved to the forefront of nonfiction publishing in Ireland. Its titles include best-sellers such as More than a Game by Con Houlihan, Witnesses: Inside The Easter Rising by Annie Ryan and In Full Flood by Finbarr Flood. If you could help us publicise this title, we would be most grateful. If there is anything we can do to assist in terms of images or extracts, please let us know. 
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