No Man’s Land proves a popular place 

A huge crowd of media and political personalities gathered in the Oak Room of the Mansion House to celebrate the Liberties Press launch of RTE's Middle East correspondent Richard Crowley’s new book No Man’s Land: Dispatches from the Middle East. The book was formally launched by former Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dick Spring.

Amongst the large gathering of a hundred or so people were Richard’s family and friends, as well as his many of his RTE colleagues including Aine Lalor, Tommy Gorman, George Lee and Richard Downes. Senator David Norris, himself a frequent visitor to the region, and former deputy Joe Higgins were  among the politicians present.

Liberties Press author Antoinette Williams, who wrote Unstoppable Brilliance:  Irish Geniuses and Aspergers Syndrome with Prof. Michael Fitzgerald, was seen chatting with editor Seán O’Keeffe who welcomed the the guests and thanked journalists Kathleen MacMahon and Sara Burke who had encouraged Liberties to work with Richard on a book. 

Launching the title Dick Spring praised Richard Crowley’s hard work in the Middle East over the past six years, commending his integrity and in particular the book’s focus on the real protagonists in the conflict at ground level and their honest reflections shared with Richard in the dispatches. Mr Spring who was the first Foreign Minister from a Western country to stay in Gaza, recalled the importance of that occasion despite its Spartan reality. He urged anyone with any interest in Middle Eastern affairs to read the book and hoped that those with any influence in the area would study the book and listen to the voices theirin. Richard spoke briefly, thanking all concerned particularly the people who had spoken to him so candidly and thoroughly. He signalled out his partner Aoife Kavanagh, herself a Morning Ireland presenter, for her encouragement, support and patience during the writing of the book. Richard is heading off to live in Barcelona next year but looked forward to returning to the region for a party in Palestine and Israel, when he said the Palestinian state’s independence will also mean in real terms that Israel’s independence too is fully secured.
 
Once the speeches were over, the crowd bustled together with conversation and wine flowing ever more quickly. The normally relaxed atmosphere of the Oak Room soon became a buzzing den as colleagues and acquaintances enjoyed meeting each other under such informal circumstances. Eventually the gathering dispersed into the winter night, although those in a particularly celebratory mood moved on to Keogh’s Pub on Sth Anne St – no doubt to continue their efforts to solve the Middle East question, who knows they may even have done it by closing time.
