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– PRESS RELEASE –PRESS RELEASE –PRESS RELEASE – 
New Title from Liberties Press

Dublin Nazi No.1

The Life of Adolf Mahr

By Gerry Mullins

Liberties Press is pleased to announce the publication of Dublin Nazi No.1: The Life of Adolf Mahr by Gerry Mullins. This long-awaited biography of the former director of the National Museum of Ireland, and self-described ‘Dublin Nazi No.1’, will be launched in the National Museum, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, by the current director Dr Patrick Wallace on Thursday March 8th at 6pm.

Dublin Nazi No.1 charts the remarkable life of Adolf Mahr who was a founding member of the Nazi party in Ireland during the 1930s, and who was head of the German propaganda radio service that broadcast into Ireland throughout the war. Dublin Nazi No.1 also shows how Mahr maintained strong friendships with Jews, and tried to help several escape persecution by the Nazis.

Using the first interviews with Mahr’s family, previously unpublished photographs, and hundreds of recently discovered letters, Gerry Mullins also describes the extraordinary struggles of Adolf Mahr’s family, from their attendance at Hitler Youth camps in Dublin, to bomb shelters in Berlin at the height of the Second World War. 

Was Mahr a spy who used his position in the Irish civil service to prepare Germany’s invasion plan of Ireland? Did his intervention in Berlin help preserve Ireland’s neutrality? Was he a loyal servant of Hitler, or an idealistic nationalist who simply ‘backed the wrong horse’?

These questions and many others are answered in this fascinating biography of Adolf Mahr, one of the most controversial figures in twentieth-century Irish history.

The book features a foreword by documentary film-maker Cathal O’Shannon.

We have included short quotes and extracts overleaf from the book. The RRP for the book is €16.99 paperback and €25 hardback.

About The Author: Gerry Mullins is author of Dorothea Lange’s Ireland, a best selling book of photographs. He co-produced Photos to Send, a documentary on Dorothea Lange’s photos of Ireland that has won ten international awards, including Best Documentary at the Galway Film Festival in 2001, and a Golden Gate award at the San Francisco Film Festival in 2002. He also hosted the RTE Radio series The Word on Travel and lectured in Journalism in DCU. He is currently Communications Manager for the Green Party.

For press and publicity enquiries contact: Peter O’Connell Ph; 01- 4151224 email: peter@libertiespress.com     web: www.LibertiesPress.com

Quotes & Extracts from Liberties Press title

Dublin Nazi No.1; The Life of Adolf Mahr

By Gerry Mullins

Setting the standards: The current director (of the National Museum) Dr Patrick Wallace says: ‘There was no worthwhile work done in the Museum during the 30 years before Mahr arrived’. Mahr set out to change this and rescue Ireland from what Wallace describes as ‘Indiana Jones style boom and blast archaeology’, and introduce scientific excavation methods in its stead.

Adolf Mahr’s politics: ‘I have ever, and will ever, follow the old principle right or wrong, my country ‘.

Significant friends: Mahr, through his frequent trips, was on good terms with the new German ambassador to Britain, Ribbentrop, who later became Hitler’s foreign minister. In 1937 Mahr was an official guest at the coronation of King George VI in London. 

Summer camps: The highlights of the Hitler Youth calendar were the annual two-week long camps which took place in Hampton Hall, Balbriggan, Co.Dublin

Clash of allegiances: In July 1938 Mahr wrote to the Secretary of the Department of Education, Joseph O’Neill, to say that he was resigning his position as local leader of the (Nazi) party: ‘I beg leave to notify you that I have sent to Party headquarters in Berlin my resignation as leader of the very small group of the German National Socialistic Party’.

Public ideology, private compassion: True to Mahr’s seemingly complex attitude towards Jews he tried to help (one of his former colleagues and Jew) Dr Alphons Barb. Mahr sent a most unusual letter in which he (a Nazi) asked Irish American philanthropist Alfred Bender (a Jew) to help his friend Barb (a Jew) to escape the Nazis: ‘…..Dr Barb is willing to take any job….I beg of you most sincerely to think it over whether you think anything could be done for this man’. 
Under Surveillance: The Garda Special Branch and Army Intelligence stepped up surveillance on Mahr and his group. Letters to his home and the museum were intercepted, copied, resealed and delivered.

Contradictions: Given Mahr was now a security concern, it seems all the more bizarre, if not comical, that he was called upon to make plans for the protection of the national collections in the event of war. Mahr told the meeting that if one (invasion) did come to pass ‘it would be by a highly cultured nation who would value articles of art, culture etc’.
Stay or Go: Gustav Mahr feels that his father did not deliberately leave Ireland, but when in Germany, he did not try in earnest to get back.

Irish Army Intelligence advises against his return: Colonel Dan Bryan wrote: ’Dr.Mahr was the most active and fanatical National-Socialist in the German colony here…and there is some slight evidence that he knew of, and was connected with some of the attempts of the German secret service activity in this country’.
Released from prison in Germany:  Rather than allow him die in the camp, the British authorities sent him home where his death would draw less attention. He was released but nobody was notified to come and pick him up. Despite being barely able to walk he had to make his way alone.

Appeal to de Valera to reinstate him: ‘I implore your Excellency to save us from our inevitable ruin either by personally intervening on our behalf or by whatever other means..’

Mahr’s efforts were in vain, he did not receive a reply.

Regrets after all: Mahr remarked that the German scientific establishment paid less attention to him than the Irish and the English: ‘They did not know what to do with me. And to think for this riff-raff, idiot that I am, I sacrificed my scientific existence!’

Ingrid Mahr on Ireland: ‘That’s why I am so fond of Ireland. It was a time in our life when it was happy and good. We had lovely parents, there was nothing to upset us. There was no politics’.
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