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                  – PRESS RELEASE –PRESS RELEASE –PRESS RELEASE – 
New Title from Liberties Press

Causes For Concern

Irish Politics, Culture and Society

By Michael D Higgins

Liberties Press is pleased to announce the publication of its new title Causes For Concern: Irish Politics, Culture and Society by Michael D. Higgins. The book collects some of Michael D Higgins’s best and most insightful writing on Irish society, culture, human rights and the larger context of Ireland in Europe and the wider world. 

About the book: While four of the signatories of the 1916 Proclamation were poets, you would be hard pressed to find the same number in today’s Dáil chamber. A man who fits the bill as poet and politician is Michael D. Higgins – perhaps one of the few public representatives today who enjoys widespread respect across all political hues. Causes for Concern covers some aspects of Michael D’s early personal history, Irish politics, culture and broadcasting, global politics, and the human condition. Drawing on material produced over more than forty years, Michael D Higgins discusses the Irish political system, the role of the Left, Nicaragua and South American politics, Irish film, his own personal journey and the issue of human rights and the best ways to protect them. In the extensive section on Ireland and the Global Community  there are pieces on Turkey, Iraq, Somalia and Lebanon amongst others, which are sure to be of interest to any observer of international relations and Ireland’s role therein. The book features an extensive foreword by commentator and writer Declan Kiberd.

About the Author: Michael D. Higgins was born in Limerick and moved to County Clare when he was five. He studied at University College Galway, Indiana University and Manchester University. He has worked as statutory lecturer in Political Science and Sociology at University College Galway and was Visiting Professor at the University of Southern Illinois. He has served in the Dáil for more than twenty years. In 1993 he joined the Cabinet as Minister for Arts, Culture and the Gaeltacht. He is currently Labour Party President and Spokesperson on Foreign Affairs. Higgins has campaigned for human rights and written about conflict in many parts of the world. He became the first recipient of the Seán MacBride Peace Prize of the International Peace Bureau in Helsinki in 1992. He is also a poet, author and broadcaster: he wrote and presented a television film on Montserrat, The Other Emerald Isle. He also presented a documentray on the life of Dr Noel Browne for RTÉ, Dr Browne Also Spoke, and he has had three volumes of poems published, including, mosty recently, An Arid Season.
About Liberties Press: Titles such as ‘More Than A Game’ by Con Houlihan, ‘Witnesses - Inside The Easter Rising’ by Annie Ryan and ‘Ireland In The World - Further Reflections’ by Garret FitzGerald have seen Liberties Press move to the forefront of non-fiction publishing in Ireland. If you could help us publicise this title, we would be most grateful. If there is anything we can do to assist in terms of images or extracts, please let us know. 
For press and publicity enquiries contact: Peter O’Connell on: 01 415 1224 
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